BASEDITORDEN

NIYAZ Alevilik-Bektasilik Caligmalar1 Dergisi 6zel say1s1 ile okuyucusuna merhaba diyor.
Alevilik ve Bektasilik iizerine yapilacak akademik caligmalara yer verecek olan bu dergi,
Alevi-Bektasi Kiiltiir ve Cemevi Baskanlig1 biinyesinde yilda iki say1 olarak ¢ikarilacaktir.
Dergi, kurumsal beklentileri karsilamanin yani sira Alevilik-Bektasilige farkli deneyim ve bilgi
alanlarindan bakmaya imkan taniyarak akademik ¢ogulculuga hizmet etmeyi amaglamaktadir.

9 Kasim 2022 tarihli ve 32008 sayili Resmi Gazete’de yayimlanan 112 sayili
Cumhurbagkanligi Kararnamesiyle kurulan Alevi-Bektasi Kiiltiir ve Cemevi Baskanliginin
gorev ve yetkileri arasinda, “Alevilik-Bektasilikle ilgili akademik faaliyetleri desteklemek,
Alevilik-Bektasiligi yurt iginde ve yurt disinda bilimsel yoniiyle arastirmak, ulusal ve uluslararast
kurum ve kuruluglarin bilimsel ¢aligmalarini ve bu alandaki yaymlarini takip etmek, gerekli
goriilenleri terciime ettirerek basilmasini ve yayimlanmasini saglamak™ gibi maddeler yer
almaktadir. Niyaz Dergisi, Bagskanligin bu kapsamdaki faaliyetlerini ger¢eklestirmede 6nemli
bir rol iistlenerek Alevilik-Bektasilikle ilgili kiiltiire]l mirasimizin korunmasini ve bilimsel bir
zeminde ele alinmasini amaglamaktadir.

Ozellikle 90’11 yillardan itibaren Alevi-Bektasi sahasinda entelektiiel enerjinin yogun
birikimine taniklik etmekteyiz. Bu enerjinin kaynaklari; akademik prosediirlere bagli kalinarak
yazilmis tezler, Alevi-Bektasi inang¢ dairesine mensup ¢esitli kesimlerden gelen veya farkli
egilimleri yansitan aydmlarin, inang ve kanaat dnderlerinin ortaya koydugu eserler, Alevi-
Bektasi inan¢ dairesi disinda kalan entelektiiellerin ¢aligmalari ile Alevi-Bektasi inancini
konu edinen yabanci akademisyenlerin yayimlarindan olusmaktadir. Niyaz Dergisi biitiin bu
enerjinin ve birikimin kamusal platformu olmay1 umut etmektedir. Bu platform, yazarlarmin
aktiiel beklentilerini dikkate almayacagt gibi onlarin siyasal pozisyonlarini insa etmelerine de
olanak tanimayacaktir. Sadece; Alevi-Bektasi inancna iliskin teolojik ve kiiltiirel aragtirmalarla
saha caligmalarina dayanan bilgi liretme ve paylasma stratejilerine sayfalarinda yer verecektir.
Niyaz, farkli mecralarda yayimlanan Alevilik-Bektasilik caligmalart ile iligkili akademik
dergileri kendine rakip olarak gérmeyip Alevilik-Bektasilige iliskin bilimsel yazin boslugunu
doldurma gayreti i¢indedir.

Niyaz Dergisi olarak, Alevi-Bektasi inancinin tarihsel, sosyal, kiiltiirel ve inan¢ mirasina bir
nebze olsun katki sunmaya calistigimiz bu 6zel sayimiz dort boliimden olusmaktadir. Derginin
birinci boliimiinde, Alevi-Bektasi inang ve kanaat 6nderlerine ait yazilara ve Ahmet Ugurlu
Dede ile yapilmis miilakata yer verilmistir. [nang Onderlerimizden adini verdigimiz bu boliimiin
ilk yazist kendisi de bir inang 6nderi olan Prof. Dr. Ali Yaman’a aittir. Bu ¢alismada, 1950°1i
yillardan itibaren Cumhuriyet Tiirkiyesinde hizli bir ivme ile kendini gdsteren modernlesme
ve degisim siirecinin, Alevi-Bektasi inancinin geleneksel 6rgiitlenmesine ve inang kurumlarina
yapmis oldugu olumsuz etkilere vurgu yapilarak giinlimiizde gelenegin siirdiiriilmesi,
korunmasi ve nesilden nesile aktarim siireglerinde dikkat edilmesi gereken hususlara ve
alinmasi gereken 6nlemlere deginilmistir. Seyit Sabun Ocagi mensubu Ali Kiigiik’e ait olan
ikinci yazida ise, Alevi terminolojisinin énemli kavramlarindan biri olan “rizalik” kavraminin
yol ve erkinda énemine vurgu yapilmustir. inang Onderlerimizden béliimiine ait son yazi ise
Hidir Abdal Sultan Ocagi’ndan Ahmet Ugurlu Dede ile yapilan sozlii tarih ¢alismasidir. Bu
miilakatta gelenegin temsili, yasatilmasi esnasinda karsilasilan problemler ve aktiiel meseleler
ele alinarak Ugurlu’nun goriislerine yer verilmistir.
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Niyaz Dergisinin ikinci boliimiinde akademik makaleler yer almaktadir. Derginin ilk
makalesinde; Hiiseyin Dedekargioglu; tarihsel bir okuma ile gliniimiize kadar Alevilere
yonelik uygulanan politikalar ve Alevilerin maruz kaldigi durum ve davraniglara deginmistir.
Ayrica yazida, Alevilere sundugu imkanlar baglaminda Cumhuriyet’in avantajlari siralanmistir.
Merve Semiha Cetin tarafindan kaleme alinan ikinci makalede ise Alevilik-Bektasilik ve sanat
arasindaki iligki, Tiirk resim sanatina ait bazi drnekler iizerinden incelenmistir. Seda Gedik’in
makalesinde Asik Kul Semai siirleri izerinden, Cumhuriyet’in ve cumhuriyet kazanimlarinin
nasil yansitildigina dair orneklere yer verilmistir. Dergimizin dordiincii makalesi Hiiseyin
Erdogan’a aittir. Bu ¢alismada, Alevilerde ad verme ile ilgili ritiieller Seyyid Garip Musa Sultan
Ocagr 6zelinde incelenmis, ad verme geleneginin Alevi-Bektasi inang sistemindeki onemine
vurgu yapilmistir. Dergimizin son makalesi, Songiil Ataman Arslan’a aittir. Bu makalede;
ocakzade, miirsit ve pirlerin goriisleri referans alinarak Tunceli’de Aleviligin toplumsal
degisme siirecinden nasil etkilendigi anlatilmaya caligilmistir.

Dergimize ait, Nekroloji adin1 verdigimiz liglincii boliimiimiizde Sercan Direk Erkeker’e ait
ilk caligma, Alevi-Bektasi inancinin s6zlii gelenegini giiniimiize tasimada 6nemli bir isim olan
Bektasi Babas1 ve asik, Dervis Kemal mahlasiyla taninan Kemal Ozcan’n yasamim ve sanat
anlayigini konu almaktadir. Béliimde yer alan Songiil Kayar’a ait ikinci ¢caligmada ise Tiirkiye
Biiyiik Millet Meclisinin I. doneminde Dersim Mebusu olarak goreve baslayan Diyap Aga’nin
yasami ve gorisleri ele alinmaktadir.

Dergiye ait dordincii kismi Yayin Degerlendirme bolimiimiiz olusturmaktadir.
Yayin degerlendirmenin konusunu olusturan iki eserden ilki, Sadullah Giilten tarafindan
degerlendirilen Ali Yaman’a ait Pir-i Tiirkistan Ahmet Yesevi ve Yesevilik adli ¢alismadir. Son
olarak; Ismail Sefa Bitirmis, Fahri Maden’e ait olan Hikmet Kapis1 Hac1 Bektas-1 Veli adli eseri
degerlendirmistir. Incelemesi yapilan bu kitaplar, Alevilik-Bektasilik ile ilgili son donemde
yapilan ¢aligmalarda referans olarak siklikla kullanilmistir.

Alevi-Bektasi inanciyla ilgili kamusal bir yaymn olan Niyaz Alevilik-Bektasilik Calismalari
Dergisi’nin nitelikli ulusal ve uluslararasi dizinlerde yer alabilmesi ve derginin uzun soluklu
olabilmesi i¢in siz degerli okur ve yazarlarin destegine her zaman ihtiya¢ duymaktayiz. Sonraki
sayida bulusmak dilegi ile...

Prof. Dr. Murat Cem DEMIR
Baseditor
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EDITOR IN CHIEF'S LETTER

Niyaz: Journal of Alevi-Bektashi Studies greets its readers with this special issue. This
Jjournal, which will feature academic studies on Alevism and Bektashism, will be published
twice a year under the Presidency for Alevi-Bektashi Culture and Cemevi. Beyond addressing
institutional expectations, the journal aims to promote academic pluralism by facilitating
diverse perspectives and approaches to the study of Alevism and Bektashism.

Established by Presidential Decree No. 112, published in the Resmi Gazete (Official Gazette
of the Republic of Tiirkiye) dated 9 November 2022 and numbered 32008, the Presidency for
Alevi-Bektashi Culture and Cemevi has the authority and responsibility to “support academic
activities related to Alevism and Bektashism, to research Alevism and Bektashism scientifically
both in Tiirkiye and abroad, to monitor the scientific studies and publications of national and
international institutions in this field and to ensure the translation, publication and dissemination
of those deemed necessary”. Niyaz plays a key role in realizing the Presidencys activities
within this scope, aiming to preserve the cultural heritage related to Alevism-Bektashism and
addpress it on a scientific basis.

Since the 1990s in particular, we have witnessed a significant accumulation of intellectual
energy in the field of Alevism and Bektashism. The sources of this energy include academic
theses, works produced by intellectuals, religious leaders and figures from within the Alevi-
Bektashi faith community, studies conducted by intellectuals outside this community as well as
publications by foreign scholars on the subject. Niyaz hopes to become a public platform that
reflects this energy and accumulation. This platform will neither address the authors’ current
political expectations nor allow the construction of political positions. It will only provide space
for teological and cultural knowledge production and sharing strategies related to Alevism and
Bektashism. Rather than positioning itself as a rival to other academic journals on Alevism and
Bektashism, Niyaz seeks to fill a gap in the existing academic literature.

This special issue of Niyaz: Journal of Alevi-Bektashi Studies, prepared with the intention of
contributing to the historical, social, cultural and religious heritage of Alevism and Bektashism,
consists of four sections.

In the first section, titled From Our Faith Leaders, readers will find writings by Alevi-
Bektashi faith leaders and an interview with Ahmet Ugurlu Dede. The first article of this
section, written by Prof. Dr. Ali Yaman, himself a faith leader, emphasizes the negative impact of
the modernization and transformation processes that accelerated in Republican Tiirkiye after
the 1950s on the traditional organization and religious institutions of the Alevi-Bektashi faith.
It also addresses the points of attention and necessary measures for preserving and transmitting
this tradition to future generations. The second article, written by Ali Kiigiik, a member of
the Seyit Sabun Ocagi, explores the significance of the concept of rizalik, a key term in Alevi
terminology, within the Alevi Yol and Erkadn (the spiritual path and ritual order in the Alevi-
Bektashi tradition). The last piece in this section is an oral history interview with Ahmet Ugurlu,
from the Hidir Abdal Sultan Ocagi. Through this interview, the challenges and contemporary
issues arising in the representation and performance of the tradition are discussed and Ugurlu's
views on these matters are presented.

The second section of the journal consists of academic articles. In the first article, Hiiseyin
Dedekarginoglu provides a historical reading of the policies directed toward Alevis and the
experiences they have faced up to the present, highlighting the advantages the Republic offered
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in this regard. In the second article, Merve Semiha Cetin examines the relationship between
Alevism, Bektashism and art through selected examples from Turkish painting. Seda Gedik's
article explores how the Republican era and its achievements were reflected in the poems of
Agik Kul Semai. The fourth article, by Hiiseyin Erdogan, examines naming rituals in the Alevi
tradition, focusing on the Seyyid Garip Musa Sultan Ocagi and emphasizes their significance
within Alevi-Bektashi belief systems. The final article, authored by Songiil Ataman Arslan,
analyzes the impact of social change on the religious geography of Tunceli, drawing on the
views of ocakzade, miirsit and pir figures.

The third section, titled Necrology, begins with Sercan Direk Erkeker's study of Dervis
Kemal (Kemal Ozcan), a Bektasi Baba and minstrel who played a key role in carrying the
oral tradition of the Alevi-Bektashi faith into the present. The second piece in this section, by
Songiil Kayar, examines the life and views of Diyap Aga, who served as a member of parliament
representing Dersim in the First Grand National Assembly of Tiirkiye.

The fourth section, Book Reviews, features evaluations of two works. The first, reviewed
by Sadullah Giilten, is Ali Yaman's book Pir-i Tiirkistan Ahmet Yesevi ve Yesevilik. The second,
reviewed by Ismail Sefa Bitirmis, is Fahri Maden'’s Hikmet Kapist Hact Bektds-1 Veli. These
books have been frequently cited as references in recent academic work on Alevism and
Bektashism.

As a public academic publication dedicated to Alevism and Bektashism, Niyaz: Journal of
Alevi-Bektashi Studies relies on the ongoing support of its readers and authors to be included
in qualified national and international indexes and to sustain its publication life.

We look forward to meeting you again in the next issue.

Prof. Dr. Murat Cem DEMIR
Editor in Chief
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