ALEVI-BEKTASI KULTUR VE CEMEVi BASKANLIGI
TAKDIM

Alevilik-Bektasilik, yiizyillar boyunca Anadolu’nun toplumsal dokusunu yoguran; birlik,
beraberlik, dayanisma ve kardeslik gibi degerleri yasatan kokli bir inang ve irfan gelenegidir.
Hosgorliyii, adaleti, insan onurunu yasatmayi temel ilke edinen bu anlayis, farkliliklar
zenginlik olarak goren bir yasam felsefesi inga etmis; tarihin her doneminde milletimizin birlik
ve beraberligini gliclendirmistir.

Alevi-Bektasi dgretisi her dem, her cani kutsal ve anlamli goren, toplumsal ayrismalarin
oniine gecen, kapsayict ve birlestirici bir epistemolojiye sahiptir. Bu anlayis dogrultusunda
bizler de insan1 merkeze alan bu kadim dgretiyi; giinlimiiz diinyasinin ihtiyaglarini da dikkate
alarak yasatmay1, gecmisin mirasini gelecege tasimayi ilkesel bir durus ve dnemli bir mesuliyet
olarak goriiyoruz.

Toplumlarin varligini siirdiirebilmesi, kiiltiirel siirekliligini saglayabilmesi ve inang
sistemlerini kusaktan kusaga aktarabilmesi, ancak ortak hafizanin ve birlikte yagsama kiiltiiriiniin
canli tutulmasiyla miimkiindiir. Bu baglamda “biz” kavrami bizim i¢in yalnizca mekansal ya
da zamansal bir birlikteligi degil, ayn1 zamanda birlikte diisiinmeyi, birlikte iiretmeyi ve birlik
icinde bir gelecegi ifade eden daha derin bir ontolojik durustur.

Alevi-Bektasi Kiiltiir ve Cemevi Bagkanligi olarak, bu kadim inancin temelini olugturan
insani, ahlaki ve felsefi degerlerin farkindaligiyla hareket etmekte; bu degerleri yalnizca
korumakla kalmayip cagin ruhunu da yakalayarak gelecege aktarmayi gorev bilmekteyiz.
Attigimiz her adimin, tasidigr anlami ve olusturdugu etkiyi gelecek kusaklara aktaracak bir
miras niteliginde oldugunu bilerek ¢alismalarimizi bu bilingle siirdiirmekteyiz.

Bu diisiinsel ¢erceve igerisinde hazirlanan NIYAZ — Alevilik ve Bektasilik Calismalari
Dergisi, bir yaym organi olmanin &tesinde; Alevi-Bektasi inang diinyasmin zenginligini,
felsefesini, tarihsel tecriibesini ve kiiltiirel hafizasini, disiplinler aras1 bir bakis agisiyla ele alan
0zglin bir yayindir. Bu dergi hem akademik {iretimi tesvik eden hem de inang temelli bilgiyi
bilimsel yontemlerle bulusturan bir ¢abanin tirtintidiir.

Niyaz’m igerigi, adini tasidig1 kavramin ruhuna uygun olarak, sevgi, emek, 6zveri ve derin
bir manevi baglilikla sekillenmistir. Bu nedenle bu eser yalnizca bizlerin degil, Alevi-Bektasi
inancina mensup tiim bireylerin ve bu dgretiye goniil vermis canlarin ortak sesi olmay1 gaye
edinir. Bu dergi; ortak hafizay1 canli tutmay, diisiinsel derinligi artirmay1 hedefleyen bir bilgi
ve anlam tagtyicisidir.

Hac1 Bektas Veli, bizlere yalnizca bir yolun rehberligini sunmamis; ayni zamanda birlikte
yasamanin, dayanismanin ve hakikatin giiciinii de 6gretmistir. Bizler de onun izinden yiiriiyerek
bu ilk 6zel sayimizda oldugu gibi gelecekteki tiim sayilarimizda da bu sorumluluk bilinciyle
siz degerli canlara hizmet etmeye devam edecegiz. Dergimizin yayimlanmasinda emegi gegen
calisma arkadaslarima ve dergimize yazilartyla katki sunan akademisyenlere, yazarlara ve
inang 6nderlerimize en icten tesekkiirlerimi sunuyorum. Birlikte daha nice sayilarda bulugsmay:1
diliyorum.
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Alevism—Bektashism is a deep-rooted faith and tradition of wisdom (irfan) that, for
centuries, has molded the social fabric of Anatolia while nurturing enduring values such as
unity, solidarity, brotherhood, and togetherness. Grounded in the principles of tolerance,
Justice, and human dignity, this worldview has established a philosophy of life that regards
diversity as a source of richness and has strengthened the unity and cohesion of our nation
throughout history.

The Alevi—Bektashi tradition embraces an inclusive and unifying epistemology that
recognizes every human being as sacred and meaningful, preventing social divisions. Guided
by this understanding, we see it as both a principled stance and a profound responsibility to
sustain this ancient, human-centered tradition—revitalizing it in light of contemporary needs
and carrying the legacy of the past into the future.

The continuity of societies, the preservation of cultural identity, and the transmission
of belief systems from one generation to another can only be achieved by keeping alive the
collective memory and the culture of coexistence. In this sense, the concept of “we” represents
Jfor us not merely a spatial or temporal togetherness, but a deeper ontological stance—one that
signifies thinking together, creating together, and envisioning a shared future in unity.

As the Presidency for Alevi-Bektashi Culture and Cemevi, we act with full awareness of the
humanistic, moral, and philosophical values that form the foundation of this ancient faith. We
consider it our mission not only to safeguard these values but also to carry them into the future
by embracing the spirit of our time. Knowing that every step we take bears meaning and creates
a legacy to be passed on to future generations, we continue our work with this consciousness
and responsibility.

Within this intellectual framework, NIYAZ — Journal of Alevi and Bektashi Studies has
been prepared as more than a publication; it is a distinctive platform that explores the spiritual
richness, philosophy, historical experience, and cultural memory of the Alevi—Bektashi
world through an interdisciplinary perspective. This journal is the product of an endeavor
that both encourages academic production and bridges faith-based knowledge with scholarly
methodology.

True to the spirit of the term it bears, Niyaz has been shaped with love, effort, devotion,
and deep spiritual commitment. Therefore, this work aspires to be not only our voice but also
the shared voice of all individuals who belong to or hold affection for the Alevi—Bektashi faith
and philosophy. This journal serves as a vessel of knowledge and meaning—aiming to sustain
collective memory and foster intellectual depth.

Haci Bektas Veli offered us not only guidance along a spiritual path but also the wisdom
of coexistence, solidarity, and truth. Following in his footsteps, we will continue to serve our
beloved cans (souls) with the same sense of responsibility in this inaugural special issue and
in all those to come. I extend my heartfelt gratitude to my colleagues who contributed to the
publication of this journal, as well as to the scholars, writers, and spiritual leaders whose
valuable works have enriched its pages. I look forward to meeting again in many future issues.

With love and devotion (Ask ile)

Esma Ersin
President of the Alevi-Bektashi Culture
and Cemevi



