ALEVI-BEKTASI KULTUR VE CEMEVi BASKANLIGI
ON SOz

Alevilik-Bektasilik yolunda her baslangic bir niyet, her s6z bir ikrardir. ilk sayistyla ilim ve
goniil diinyasina “Merhaba!” diyen NIYAZ Alevilik-Bektasilik Calismalar1 Dergisi’nin ikinci
sayisini sizlerle bulusturmanin sevincini ve gururunu yasiyoruz.

Yol’un kadim Ogretisine gore “Yol slirmekle, siirek yiiriimekle kaimdir”. Bir ocaktan
uyandirilan g¢eragmn baska goniillerde yer bulmasi gibi; bilgi, hikmet ve muhabbet de
paylagildik¢a ¢ogalir, siireklilik kazandikga kok salar. Tlk saymin uyandirdig1 yank attigimiz
adimin dogrulugunu teyit ederken; ikinci sayimiz, bu yiiriiyiisiin bir defaya mahsus degil, koklii
bir kararliligin ve siirekliligin nisanesi oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

NIYAZ, Alevi-Bektasi gretisinin kadim hafizasmi, irfanin1 ve hakikat arayisii akademik
bir titizlikle ele almay1 siirdiirmektedir. Yol’umuzun yiizyillar boyunca cemlerle, nefeslerle,
deyislerle ve erkanla tagidigi birikimi; giiniimiiziin diisiinsel ve toplumsal meseleleriyle birlikte
degerlendirmeyi dnemsiyoruz. Clinkii biliyoruz ki hakikate yiirliyen yol, gegmisin hikmetini
bugiiniin soziiyle bulusturabilmekten geger.

Bu sayimizda da farkli disiplinlerden beslenen; Yol’un 0ziine, erkdnina ve edebine
bagl c¢alismalar1 bir araya getirmeye gayret ettik. Her makalenin, her arasgtirmanin ve her
degerlendirmenin; lokmasi paylasilan bir sofra gibi ortak hafizamiza katki sunmasini diliyoruz.
NIYAZ’1n bugiin ikinci say1sina ulasmast, yalnizca bir yaymcilik geregi degil; birlikte diisiinme,
iiretme ve ayni meydanda bulusabilme iradesinin de gii¢lii bir ifadesidir.

Hiinkar Hac1 Bektas Veli’nin “Ilimden gidilmeyen yolun sonu karanliktir.” diisturunu rehber
edinerek, okunacak en biiyiik kitabin insan oldugu bilinciyle ¢alismayi siirdiiriiyoruz. Yol’a
hizmet niyetiyle kalem tutan akademisyenlerimize, aragtirmacilarimiza, inang 6nderlerimize ve
biiyiik bir emekle bu derginin hazirlanmasina katki sunan tiim ¢aligma arkadaglarima goniilden
tesekkiir ediyorum.

NIYAZ’1n attig1 bu ikinci adimin; geraglarm uyandirilmasina, Yol’un irfanmin gelecege
taginmasina vesile olmasini diliyorum. Birligin, muhabbetin ve hakikat arayisinin eksilmedigi;
ask ile ylirliyen canlarin ¢ogaldigi nice sayilarda bulusmak dilegiyle.

Ask ile...

Esma ERSIN
Alevi-Bektasi Kiiltiir ve Cemevi Bagkani
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PRESIDENCY FOR ALEVI-BEKTASHI CULTURE AND CEMEVI
PREFACE

On the path of Alevism and Bektashism, every beginning is a niyet (intention), and every
word is an ikrar (solemn pledge). We are pleased and proud to present to you the second issue
of NIYAZ — Journal of Alevi and Bektashi Studies, which, with its inaugural issue, offered its
first greeting to the world of scholarship and spiritual wisdom.

According to the ancient teaching of the Yol (the spiritual Path), “the Yol is sustained
through practice, and the siirek (the living continuity of the tradition) endures by being
walked”. Just as a ¢erag (sacred ritual light or candle) awakened from an ocak (sacred and
spiritual lineage) finds a place in other hearts, knowledge, wisdom, and muhabbet (spiritual
love, fellowship, and communion) also multiply as they are shared and take root as they attain
continuity. While the resonance awakened by the first issue confirmed the soundness of the step
we had taken, our second issue demonstrates that this journey is not a one-time endeavor, but
rather the sign of a deeply rooted commitment and enduring continuity.

NIYAZ continues to examine the ancient memory, irfan (spiritual wisdom and inner
knowledge), and the quest for hakikat (Truth) of the Alevi-Bektashi teaching with academic
rigor. We attach great importance to evaluating the accumulated heritage that our Yol has
carried for centuries through cem (communal ritual gatherings in Alevism), nefes (devotional
hymns), deyis (sacred lyrical utterances or hymns), and erkdn (ritual order and spiritual
etiquette) in relation to the intellectual and social issues of the present day, for we know that
the path toward hakikat lies in bringing the wisdom of the past into dialogue with the voice of
the present.

In this issue as well, we have sought to bring together studies nourished by different
disciplines, yet faithful to the essence, erkdn, and edep (ethical-spiritual refinement and proper
conduct) of the Yol. We hope that every article, every study, and every evaluation will contribute
to our collective memory like a communal table at which lokma (shared ritual offering/sacred
meal) is shared. The fact that NIYAZ has now reached its second issue is not merely a matter of
publishing; it is also a powerful expression of the will to think together, to produce together, and
to gather in the same meydan (ritual, spiritual, and communal assembly space).

Guided by Hiinkdr Hact Bektas Veli's principle, “The path not guided by knowledge ends
in darkness,” we continue our work with the awareness that the greatest book to be read is the
human being. I extend my heartfelt thanks to our academics, researchers, spiritual leaders, and
all my colleagues who have contributed with great effort to the preparation of this journal and
who have taken up the pen with the intention of serving the Yol.

I hope that this second step taken by NIYAZ will be instrumental in kindling the cerag and in
carrying the wisdom of the Yol into the future. With the wish to meet in many more issues where
unity, muhabbet, and the quest for truth never diminish, and where the Can (soul; fellow seeker
on the Path) who walks with ask (divine love) continues to grow.

Ask ile...

Esma Ersin
President of the Alevi-Bektashi Culture
and Cemevi
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